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Love Parks  
 
Keep Britain Tidy has been managing the Love Parks Week campaign for over a year now and due to the 
success of securing Big Lottery funding, is now in a position to redevelop and expand the project into a year 
round brand... Love Parks. 
 
Headed up by Anthea Thomas
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, Love Parks Manager, this new project seeks to address the imminent threat 

to parks and green spaces by maximising the roles of volunteers and community groups. The project will be 
working towards ensuring that all community groups involved in parks and green spaces are: 

 Equipped with the resources they need to generate and then represent increased community interest 
in local green spaces 

 Provide effective advocacy to influence decision making 

 Contribute to the management and maintenance of spaces and, where appropriate, acquire 
responsibility and control of these spaces 

 
As part of the project aims, Love Parks will be working with the National Federation of Parks and Green 
Spaces

2
 to create a national network and a campaigning voice for the thousands of friends groups across 

the country. 
 
These groups will be mentored and supported through the Love Parks Network and Training Coordinator, 
Nigel Sharp.  
 
Parks are a free resource for communities to come together 
not just at specific events but throughout the year.  However 
research shows that just 15% of the population view their 
local park as ‘…a great chance to socialise with my friends..’  
Love Parks is set to increase this statistic so that more 
people feel they can go to their local park to meet new 
people and bond with their family and/or friends.  
 
There are a multitude of health benefits that having access to 
green space can provide. From fitness to sensory, higher test 
results for students and therapeutic benefits.  More and more 
people are realising that using parks and green spaces aid 
rehabilitation programmes, a great example of this is in 
Woodfield Park, Doncaster.  Woodfield Park is based on a 
Mental Health hospital site and the old buildings have been 
set up as small businesses managed by Flourished Enterprises, a Community Interest Company 
[http://flourishenterprises.co.uk/].  A sensory garden has been created within the park for Dementia Patients 
and this is used daily to support their care, something that has had a pleasant effect on the patients.  
 
There are lots of other great parks and green spaces across the nation that are either doing similar things or 
could learn how to develop similar initiatives and Love Parks will be carrying out a number of ‘Seeing is 
believing’ events to showcase parks and groups such as Woodfield to other groups for inspiration.  
 
The series of ‘Seeing is Believing’ events are a vital component to the success of the Love Parks project as it 
will put friends’ of groups and community groups firmly at the forefront of the green space agenda, giving 
them the recognition they deserve.  Without the hard work and dedication of all the friends’ of groups and 
community groups up and down the country, the future of our treasured parks and green spaces will be in 
jeopardy.  
 

 
Autumn may be cold but parks are still full 

of colour (Love Parks) 
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The recent Heritage Lottery Fund report the 
‘State of UK Parks’ draws on the fact that 
without continuous investment of both time and 
money, parks are at risk of decline and in 
some areas, the decline could see parks fall 
into the same condition they were in during the 
80’s and 90’s.  This is something that Love 
Parks is working hard to prevent.  
 
At the moment, the majority of parks are in a 
good state with regeneration projects in full 
swing but there is a dark cloud lurking in the 
background which has the power to push 
things back 20 years.  By working with land 
owners, park managers and volunteers, Love 
Parks is set to make a big and lasting impact 
on our parks and green spaces for generations 
to come.  
To find out more loveparks.org.uk or like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @LoveParks_Week  
Facebook.com/LoveParksWeek 
 

1 anthea.thomas@keepbritaintidy.org 
2 http://c-js.co.uk/1EUSg3T  

 

Every year Groundwork helps hundreds and 

thousands of people of all ages to organise and work 
together to protect, preserve, improve or create parks, 
play areas, allotments, nature reserves and many other 
spaces and places that matter to them. We help to re-
connect people with nature, which improves people’s 
wellbeing. http://www.groundwork.org.uk/ 

New - mapping and management system for parks, 

open spaces and protected areas. 
Already used to manage thousands of sites across UK 
& overseas. Developed and owned by a consortium of 
public & charitable sector organisations. Includes 
management planning, works & contracts, habitat & 
species recording, property & agreements functionality. 
Visit www.software4conservation.com for details. 

 

Love Clean Streets is an award winning mobile and cloud based service. 
Citizens can report environmental crime such as graffiti, fly-tipping or potholes 
though their mobile phones; authorities can manage and respond through our 
integrated services. Love Clean Streets is the leading public engagement 
platform for local governments and municipalities who want to provide efficient 
ways for citizens, their partners and their employees to report and deal with 
images and location based reports. Citizens need only install one app and they 
can use it everywhere. Yet the authority still gets a branded app that can be 
promoted in the app stores and through local marketing? How? Our apps are 
clever enough to know where they are and adapt automatically. Smart.  

 

Our apps work anywhere in the UK (and in fact can be used worldwide). For our contracted authorities and 
partners the reports will be integrated into their back-end systems, but even in areas where this is not 
available, we still ensure that the report will get to the correct person in the correct authority. Our service is 
backed by leading authorities and organisations such as Keep Britain Tidy and the GLA, and we have the 
deepest and richest integration into partners back-end systems from Microsoft, KANA (Lagan), Pitney 
Bowes, Civica, Agilisys, Bartec Systems and others.  
For further information please visit www.lovecleanstreets.com or www.bbits.co.uk 

 

Sign the UK 'Save our Parks' petition  http://chn.ge/TXdqhj 

Maintenance and management of the UK's green spaces is under threat due to ongoing underfunding by Central and 

Local Government.  We must all speak out now:  Lobby Councils to protect next year's parks' budgets  Set up Friends 

Groups for all green spaces  Demand Government action, statutory protection and adequate resources. 

 

Valued but set to decline – what’s happening to our 
public parks?  
 
Since 1996 the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has been a major investor in the 
UK’s public parks.  Over £700million of Good Cause Lottery funding has been 
invested in over 700 public parks including many country parks.  
 
The money has been used to repair historic features, dredge lakes, enhance habitats, research the parks’ 
history, open cafes, train staff, and to support people to take a more active role in caring, learning about and 

 
Your local park can provide hours of free fun for little 
ones (Love Parks) 
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volunteering in their local parks.  Together with funding from local authorities, money raised by friends 
groups and an immense amount of officer and volunteer time, the UK’s public parks have seen a 
renaissance in their condition over the last 20 years.      
But with all the gloomy news of reductions in local authority budgets and the fact that providing good quality 
parks is a discretionary service, what are the prospects for the UK’s 27,000 public parks?   
 
In June HLF launched our State of UK Public Parks 2014

1
 report.  Based on UK-

wide surveys of local authority park managers and friends groups, including an Ipsos 
Mori public opinion poll of the park-going public, we have established the state of the 
UK’s public parks.  We are incredibly grateful to all those who took time to respond 
to our surveys and hope the report will be of great use to you.   
 
The research produced some startling statistics. The good news is that 2.6billion 
visits are made to the UK’s parks each year with 70% of park managers recording 
increased visitor numbers to their principal parks. It’s also estimated that over 
£30million is raised by park friends groups to support their local parks each year.   
 
The bad news is that 86% of park managers report cuts to revenue budgets since 2010 and they expect the 
trend to continue for the next three years.  45% of local authorities also report they are considering either 
selling their parks and green spaces or transferring management to others such as wildlife trusts or 
community groups. This is all the more worrying as 81% of council parks departments reported they have 
lost skilled management staff since 2010 and that 77% have lost front-line staff.    
 
After two decades of investment and improvement we appear to have reached a tipping point. However 
many seem oblivious to this impending crisis. Unlike the closing of a swimming pool or shutting of a library, 
reductions in park maintenance often go unnoticed but without it parks become underused, neglected and 
vandalised. The immense social and environmental capital of public parks can be rapidly eroded and they 
can become a costly liability for those that manage them.   

 
We hope our report will provide the evidence 
needed to persuade decision makers that 
reducing investment in parks is a false 
economy and that resources are needed to 
develop new ways to manage and finance 
parks and green spaces in future. Our report 
ends with a series of ‘calls to action’ for 
others.  
 
As a grant giver there is only so much that 
HLF can do to help avert a future crisis. 
Collecting and presenting accurate data to 
demonstrate potential problems ahead is one 
approach.  But we also want to do more both 
through the projects we continue to support 
and also for the benefit of all parks and green 
spaces across the UK. We have therefore 
developed a plan to help the sector to help 

itself and would encourage as many people as possible to join in and make use of these valuable resources! 
 
Support for our projects post-completion - last year we appointed an expert parks adviser with experience in 
local authority park management to review many of the projects we have funded in the past.  It appears so 
far that our investment is standing-up well with a minority of sites needing additional support and 
encouragement.  Visiting past funded projects has allowed us to gather a wealth of knowledge and good 
practice which we want to share with others.   
 
Improving communications within the parks world - to help those working in the sector to share good practice 
and seek advice from others we have created a new parks online community

2
.  It is early days and for it to be 

a success we need people to join in.  
 
Sharing good practice – learning from others is essential to saving time and inspiring people to try new ideas. 
HLF, Big Lottery Fund and The Land Trust have created the Prosperous Parks website

3
 that brings new 

ideas together for sharing. We are keen that anyone with creative new ideas for funding and managing parks 
and green spaces considers adding them to the website as a priority.  
 

 

 
Bedding is characteristic of many historic parks but needs 
skilled gardeners, Battersea Park (Wandsworth Borough 
Council) 
 
 

http://www.countryside-jobs.com/
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Stimulating innovation – those working in 
parks and green spaces are brilliant at coming 
up with new ideas and creative ways of 
working, however as economic pressure 
increases time to innovate and trial new ideas 
becomes more challenging.  HLF and Big 
Lottery Fund are currently working with 
innovation charity Nesta on their Rethinking 
Parks programme. 
 
Continued investment in public parks - HLF 
and Big Lottery Fund England are committed 
to supporting more park regeneration projects 
across the UK in future.  In July we 
announced another investment of £34.5million 
in 13 public parks.  Whilst we appreciate that 
resources to develop applications are under 
immense pressure, we are still eager to see 
new projects come forward under our Parks 
for People grant programme which offers grants of between £100,000 and £5million. If you think your local 
park could benefit from a Parks for People grant please take a look at our application guidance

4
 to see if your 

park might be eligible. 
 
In 2016 we will repeat our survey to see how parks are faring but in the meantime we call on you, using the 
resources above, to do your very best to help protect the UK’s amazing legacy of wonderful public parks. 
 
If you have any questions or would like hard copies of State of UK Public Parks please get in touch with 
Drew Bennellick, Head of Landscape and Natural Heritage UK at the HLF via e-mail: drewb@hlf.org.uk or via 
twitter: @drewbennellick. 
 

1 http://www.hlf.org.uk/state-uk-public-parks  
2 http://www.hlf.org.uk/forum  
3 www.prosperousparks.com   
4 http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/ParksforPeople.aspx  

 

CFP is a specialist green space and heritage consultancy that works across the UK on restoration, regenerating and 

research projects. We are proud to have been involved in the State of UK park project. Interested in joining our network 
of associates? Contact Ian Baggott on 01526 887884 www.cfpuk.co.uk/contact 

 

VIRIDIS Urban & Rural specialises in greenspace & countryside project management, fundraising and achieving 

through partnership.  With over 20 years' experience in the environmental field, you can be assured of a professional, 
efficient and financially competitive consultancy service.  Please visit www.viridisurbanandrural.co.uk for more 
information. 

 

The UK’s new parks innovators. 
By Lydia Ragoonanan, Rethinking Parks programme manager  
 
Public Parks are a great British invention. At the forefront of public innovation in 

Victorian times, 
parks were 
created to improve 
wellbeing and 
reduce the negative impacts of living in 
increasingly dense urban environments.  They 
were adored and the blue print for these green 
lungs was adopted by cities the world over, from 
San Francisco to Sydney to Sao Paulo.  
 
Less well known is that another wave of 
innovation is beginning to take hold across UK 
public parks.  The Rethinking Parks programme 
is supporting 11 visionary teams to develop new 
ways to manage, fund and use our public parks. 
Nesta, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and the 
Big Lottery Fund have come together with a £1 
million fund to test, support and share new 

 
Parks provide a range of opportunities to learn new skills, 
Brockwell Park Community Greenhouse, London Borough 
of Lambeth (copyright Jeff Gilbert)   
 

 
National Trust – Peace Gardens, Sheffield (Photograph 
courtesy of Sheffield City Council) 
 

http://www.countryside-jobs.com/
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http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/ParksforPeople.aspx
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business models that could help sustain public parks for the next century. For many reasons, it’s time to 
rethink the traditional way we fund and manage parks. 
 
The push factor for Rethinking Parks is the squeeze 
on the public purse. Severe pressure on local 
authority finances mean non-statutory services, such 
as public parks, face unprecedented levels of budget 
cuts.   There are clear and present threats to service 
delivery and provision, with only 19 per cent of local 
authorities reporting that efficiency improvements 
will be enough on their own to deal with the 
challenge.  The potential impacts for parks are even 
starker, with HLF’s State of UK Parks research 
telling us that 45 per cent of authorities considering 
selling or privatising public parks to manage cuts.  
 
At the same time we know new approaches are 
reinventing how public services are designed and 
delivered in other fields, and could offer 
opportunities for public parks beyond cost savings or income generation.  People who benefit from services 
are getting involved in the design of them.  New technologies are enabling us to manage assets and 
infrastructure, as well as understand people’s experience of them, in real time.  A variety of mechanisms 
unheard of ten years ago are now enabling organisations unable to access traditional finance, to raise funds 
or engage new audiences. 
 
It’s in this environment that Rethinking Parks has been created. The programme’s purpose is to test new 
ways to manage, fund and operate public parks.   We hope that by supporting a small number of trail 
blazers, we can get a better understanding of what alternatives to the traditional local authority model may 
work.   

 
Nesta, the UK’s innovation foundation, brings 
skills and experience in public sector 
innovation, and in linking experimentation with 
evidence of impact.  Our partners, the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and the Big Lottery 
Fund have expertise and a strong tradition of 
supporting the parks sectors.  Together we all 
believe we need to support new ideas, 
because the status quo will not be enough to 
sustain our parks.  We also believe that it’s 
only through documenting and sharing the 
models tested that we can share the learning 
and approaches with a much wider network.    
 
The teams and ideas we are supporting are 
diverse.  The Thames Chase Trust is working 
with Barking and Dagenham at Eastbrookend 
Country Park to reimagine an underused 

building into a community hub, generating income and increasing footfall across the park.  Greenspace 
Scotland is working across both Edinburgh and Glasgow to improve the public’s connection with their local 
parks, and their propensity to give.  Newground, Offshoots and Burnley Council are working together to bring 
back the British black bee, generating revenue from pollinating services and high-end honey, and developing 
beautiful wild flower meadows across Towneley Park in the process.  These are but three projects being 
supported, and the teams are as diverse as their geography.   
 
The common theme across all the teams is their willingness to take risks.  None of them has an instruction 
manual for developing and implementing their idea within the UK context.  All are investing professional and 
personal time in bringing their ideas to life. All hold close a vision of what could be possible without knowing 
if it is probable.  
 
If there are common bonds that bind our teams together, then there are also common challenges.  There’s 
the desire to refine an idea into polished perfection ahead of sharing it.  Yet, we know that early feedback 
and insights can reduce cost and work.  So we are supporting our teams to engage in market testing early, 
and as their ideas are rolled out.  
 

 
Glasgow (MyPark Scotland project) 
 

 
Hoxton (Park Hack project) 
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The second challenge is knowing where to start.  Think big, but start 
small.  The beauty of starting small is it enables you to get 
something off the ground – to translate a thought into something 
tangible – delivering a sense of achievement but also being able to 
get further feedback on the impact of your idea.   
 
This leads me to the third challenge we are currently exploring 
through Rethinking Parks; measuring impact.  Gathering good, 
timely data means we can not only understand what impact we are 
having, but also revise what’s not working and build on what is.    
 
It’s still early days in the Rethinking Parks programme and it will be 
some time before we have a sense about the potential for these 
ideas to be self-sustaining, replicated or taken to scale. Even early 
on though, it’s clear that the secret to effective change is not about 
lamenting the past, but is instead about focussing on the 
opportunities that lie ahead of us.  
 
For more information on Rethinking Parks go to 
www.nesta.org.uk/rethinkingparks or email 
rethinking.parks@nesta.org.uk 
 
 

Wirral Council is looking at how it’s 200+ open spaces can help the 
peninsula adapt to a changing climate.  Met Office projections suggest warmer 
and stormier conditions will become the norm.  TEP is using five parks as 
testbeds for ideas on how to make them more resilient. 
TEP is consulting with Council park managers, users and friends groups.  TEP 
will then draw up blueprints for climate-proofing the parks which will be 
presented to Councillors.  The Council will use the ideas in future funding bids 
for park improvements. The study is funded by Environment Agency.  Contact 
francishesketh@tep.uk.com www.tep.uk.com 

 

 
 

 

The development of a city park – 
from brown to green 
 
Eastside City Park opened in December 2012 and 
is the first new City Centre park in Birmingham for 
more than 130 years. The park is a key project 
promoted by the Big City Plan and the Eastside Masterplan. 
Eastside City Park was proposed in the early 2000s as a focus for the Curzon Street area of Eastside’s 
regeneration. Working with Advantage West Midlands (the former Regional Development 
Agency) funding was secured through European Regional Development Funds (ERDF) to buy and 
clear the land and buildings to create the park. The funding for the Park design and build was sourced from 
Birmingham City Council. 

Patel Taylor were engaged in 2006 to design 
the Park and submit an application for Lottery 
Funding. Despite the setback in 2007 when 
the bid was unsuccessful, the team were 
reengaged in 2008 to redesign the Park to a 
much reduced budget, albeit working to the 
same brief. Construction commenced in 
August 2011 and completed in December 
2012 
 
The park has greatly increased the amount of 
green space within the City Centre, providing 
a visitor attraction alongside the Thinktank 
Birmingham Science Museum. It also 
includes a Science Garden funded by and in 
association with the museum.  
This forms the heart of Eastside, encouraging 
more people to live and work in the area. It 

 
Formal gardens (Birmingham Post and Mail) 
 

 
Heeley Park, Sheffield  
(Matt Whitehouse) 
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contributes significantly to enhancing the image of the city locally, regionally, nationally and internationally, 
and includes water features, a range of planting, grassed and hard landscaped areas suitable for many 
activities and events. 
 
Using a park as a catalyst for regeneration is a unique approach & has proved successful, already attracting 
in excess of £350m of investment bringing jobs, training and long term employment opportunities. 
 
Developed on a brownfield site, incorporating sustainable design, the world class park has created attractive 
open spaces for everyone. Stretching from the City Centre out into Eastside, past Curzon Street Station and 
Millennium Point, Eastside City Park provides 14,300sqm of landscaped green space. Features include 310 
trees, formal lawns, public squares and a canal feature running 188m plus a 21 jet dry plaza. The park also 
incorporates a Science Garden, kiosk and children’s play area developed by Thinktank, a part of 
Birmingham’s Museum Trust. 
Patel Taylor, working with Allain Provost, was appointed to design the park following an international design 
competition. The brief demanded an innovative, inviting and inspirational place that set the standard for the 
surrounding developments. The challenge was to find a way to initiate a piece of the City whilst still delivering 
a park that was inspirational in its own right. 
From the outset Patel Taylor were supported by Wates Construction who initially advised on 
construction efficiency in the design stages, and a Parks 
Manager advising on maintenance efficiency. 
The design works on a number of levels. At the city scale, it is a 
piece of green infrastructure that provides access to and orders 
an emerging built context including the setting for the proposed 
High Speed 2 Terminal. At the civic scale it provides large 
public spaces, including a square and an event space. At the 
human scale tactile features, the aromas and colours of the 
planting, and the reflection and sound the water makes a 
relaxing and delightful environment. 
 
A holistic approach to sustainability was adopted at the early 
stages of design. Arup’s ‘SPeAR’ system assessed 
sustainability in terms of environmental, social, and economic 
factors, and the use of  natural resources. 
 
The lighting scheme is designed so that the key routes and 
spaces are well lit 24/7, whilst secondary areas have low level 
feature lighting to minimise power use. 
 
The park is well served by public transport on its boundaries, 
pedestrian and cycle routes, reducing reliance on cars. 
The new soft landscape with two green roofs provides varied 
habitats for native wildlife that will improve biodiversity. 
The design followed the site’s topography to minimise the quantity of material that had to be removed from 
the site to landfill minimising utility moves. 
The soft landscaped areas allow surface water to drain via filtration. The park also contains a large 
subterranean storm water attenuation tank for the whole district. 
Existing materials were reused on site where possible, in their original form or crushed to make aggregate for 
construction. 
High quality, hard wearing materials have been used throughout, providing a benchmark for quality within 
Eastside, and minimises future repair and replacement. 
 
The park is fully accessible and compliant to Disability Discrimination Act standards. Through public 
consultation and stakeholder involvement at all stages of the project, efforts have been sustained to ensure 
that all user groups are consulted in order to deliver a fully inclusive scheme and a welcoming environment 
for all. 
Careful attention has been taken to ensure that all materials, features and furniture are user friendly and 
facilitative for people of all ages and abilities.   
All surface gradients levels are set using the appropriate material. The park has 100% wheelchair  
accessibility with ramps incorporated to give total access to the terrace area and attention has been  
paid to ensure that appropriate use of tactile paving materials is adopted throughout the park and 
suitable colour contrasts for the benefit of those with visual impairment. 
 
CCTV cameras are also included to give improved security throughout the park, monitored 24/7. 
 
Furthermore the key environmental, economic and social sustainability proposals of the park project include: 

 
Serpentine gardens (Timothy Soars) 
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Carbon Positive 
The park has a positive carbon impact on Eastside and the surroundings, and also helps mitigate further 
impacts of new built developments in Eastside. The soil in the park provides a carbon storage mechanism 
which has the capacity of holding three times as much carbon as the atmosphere and five times as much as 
forests. 
 
Thermal Cooling  
The design uses grass, shrubs and water for the large 
proportion of its surfaces treatments, which ensures a cooler, 
wildlife-friendly surface as Eastside develops. 
 
Drainage 
The design of the park has increased the area of permeable 
surfaces from 25% to 52% reducing the volume of surface 
water that is discharged to surface water and combined foul 
sewers. 
 
Lifecycle Impacts 
In order to ensure a low maintenance scheme high quality 
materials have been used for durability and longevity. Where 
possible, materials have been sourced locally, and a waste 
neutral policy has been adopted by re-using materials on site 
and segregating construction waste into different waste 
streams, to reduce the amount taken to landfill. The design 
has been future proofed ensuring that future developments 
will not have a negative impact on the park. The proposed 
High Speed 2 Station for example and the park will sit 
harmoniously with one another. 
 
Local Ownership 
The construction of the park has included the recruitment and 
training of local labour, which has helped to support social 
sustainability, improved employability and engendered a 
sense of ownership for the local community. The park has been designed and delivered according to 
community needs. Local people have been engaged in all stages of project development and delivery. The 
Park is managed in cooperation with a newly formed ‘Friends of the Park Group’, with membership from local 
residents and businesses. 
 
Eastside City Park also includes a highly accessible, flexible and adaptable events space for the benefit of 
the whole city. This will alleviate the city’s desperate shortage of suitable open spaces for cultural festivals, 
performances, musical events and public celebrations. The events space is very important not only to 
improve the quality of life for local people, but also to draw in visitors (regional, national and international) 
and support Birmingham’s burgeoning tourism economy.  
 
The park has been designed not only with collaboration from developers and residents a like but also with 
the contractors and park managers. At the developing stages the contractors and park managers worked 
with the design team to ensure construction and maintenance efficiency. This simple but unusual approach, 
enabled the park construction costs to be reduced from the original design in 2006, an estimated £25m to the 
£11.75m eventual costs without losing any of its quality. 
 
The model used for the Eastside regeneration has been a resounding success as can be summarised 
as follows: 
• Set a clear vision which is supported by residents, developers, planners and politicians alike. 
• Invest in a project that will benefit everybody and will attract developers and funders. 
• Develop the design ‘in public’ ensuring you have total buy in. 
• Engage a partnership contractor at design development stage and include building efficiency in the design. 
• At the design stage include the maintenance team to advise on an efficient maintenance design. 
• Engage with the local community to manage the Park.  
 
The park has bedded in nicely during 2013/14 with the planting establishing itself and trees starting to take 
on a more natural form away from their nursery beginnings. The Wild Flower Meadow has been a particular 
success supporting a vast array of wildlife throughout the summer season so close to the built environment 
of the heart of the City. 

 
Enjoying the park (Timothy Soars) 
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The newly formed Friends of Eastside Park has been another success story, the group have become a real 
asset to the park helping with events and activities, the group are now applying for funding to make more 
improvements to the park to include signage, notice boards and a web site for the park. 

 
As with all urban parks there have 
been some teething troubles and 
issues to deal with but nothing that the 
team on the ground could not cover.   
 
Eastside City Park has succeeded 
beyond its expectation and has won 
several local, national and 
international awards; recognition for 
the full range of its qualities from 
designers to client, from regeneration 
through to sustainability. While still 
acting as a catalyst for regeneration 
the Park is maintained and managed 
with the local community ensuring it 
will be enjoyed by all and the 
generations to come. 
 
 

Find out more at http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/eastsidepark or contact Lee Southall on 
lee.southall@birmingham.gov.uk  
 
“Eastside City Park, Birmingham City Council February 2013”, edit & update by CJS & Birmingham City 
Council 
 

Crestwood Environmental an expanding dynamic 

company based in the Midlands. Expertise: Landscape, 
Ecology and Environmental Sciences. Cross-sector 
application including minerals, waste, renewable energy 
and built development. Innovative, pragmatic and 
informed positive approach. Phase 1 Habitat, Protected 
Species surveys and licences, BREEAM, GIS, EcIA, 
LVIA, Landscape Design and Management. 
www.crestwoodenvironmental.co.uk 

 

Timberplay created or contributed to many of the 

UK’s best play areas. Their innovative and challenging 
play equipment is manufactured by German play 
specialists, Richter Spielgeräte, delivering exceptional 
play value. They also offer a landscape design service, 
creating playful landscapes to delight children. Call 
0114 2823474 or visit www.timberplay.com 

 

ADAS is testing Green Infrastructure survey 

methodology for Natural England to be used nationally; 
providing strategic planning advice to Oxfordshire 
County Council to enhance biodiversity, landscape, 
public access and local businesses; and developing a 
landscape strategy to link development sites with 
recreational and wildlife assets for Leach Homes. 
Contact marion.frandsen@adas.co.uk 

 

The Acorn Workshop specialises in outdoor 

noticeboards, interpretation boards stands and 
literature dispensers made from oak. In addition we 
make fingerposts, sturdy benches and bollards, all 
suitable for the countryside. All products are made in 
our West Sussex workshop. Tel: 07898 
223634    Email: sales@theacornworkshop.co.uk      
Web: www.theacornworkshop.co.uk

We are premium suppliers of outdoor play equipment in the UK. Specialists in the design of natural and bespoke 

items through a hand carved and unique process.  
Jupiter Play info@jupiterplay.co.uk 0131 4457989 www.jupiterplay.co.uk 

 
 
President: HRH The Prince of Wales 
Caring for God’s Acre 
 
 

Protecting wildlife   Preserving heritage  Involving people 
 
Caring for God’s Acre (CfGA) is the only charity solely dedicated to the conservation of burial sites of all 
kinds – churchyards, chapel yards, Victorian and more modern cemeteries and green burial grounds. CfGA’s 
strap line shown above sets out the charity’s priorities for action.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
Protecting wildlife. It has been recognised for decades that churchyards and other burial sites such as 
urban cemeteries are valuable places for wildlife. The vast congregation of plants and animals may have 
taken many years to establish and are every bit as historic as the stonework, preserving wildlife within the 
urban landscape of our towns and cities.  
 

 
Looking down on the park (Timothy Soars) 
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Preserving heritage. Man-made structures including monuments 
and memorials, mausalea, lychgates and stone walls support 
hundreds of species of lichens, mosses and ferns. Their cultural 
history is also important. The folklore, superstitions and traditions 
surrounding death and burial and the wildlife of burial sites have 
their roots in pagan times. Ancient and veteran yew trees, for 
example, are frequently found in old churchyards and were viewed 
as symbols of immortality and the keeper of the secrets of life 
itself.  The notable yew at St Michael’s the Archangel in Aldershot 
is an example of a town centre churchyard with an old yew tree. 
The website www.ancient-yew.org is the place to look for a list of 
all the countries old yews. 
 
Involving people. All this natural, built and cultural history can 
inspire individuals and communities to become involved in the care 
of burial sites and to use them as a community resource for 
learning, especially within towns and cities where there may be 
little green open space, which is accessible and interesting. 
 
Caring for God’s Acre recognises that these sites are primarily for burial and the interment of ashes and for 
quiet reflection and remembrance. This does not prevent them, however, from having further uses for 
learning and recreation.  
 
To help people with the sensitive care and use of their local burial sites CfGA has produced a Churchyard 
and Burial Ground Action pack, which can be purchased or downloaded from the CfGA website. It has thirty-
three information sheets on subjects ranging from the five steps to running a project, grassland 
management, tree care, care of stonework to recruiting and managing volunteers, organising events, finding 
funds and health and safety.  
 

Case studies on the CfGA website show the 
benefits to people and to the local environment of 
burial site projects, which can be applied to any 
site – urban or rural. For example, at Hope Bagot 
in Shropshire a local rambling group from the 
town of Stourbridge give a day to helping with the 
July haymaking by raking up and baling the hay 
using the wooden hand hay baler (plan and 
instructions for use available on the website). This 
idea of local walking groups giving voluntary time 
to help with conservation management in urban 
sites can be applied anywhere. The cemeteries at 
Bridgnorth and Shrewsbury have both been 
identified as potential Local Nature Reserves, 
mainly due to their species rich grassland. Friends 
of groups are in the process of being set up to 
help with management and to run interesting 
events such as bat walks and moth evenings, 
monument recording and geology walks - these 

sites often contain more rock types than any other site in a town or city. 
 
A Churchyard and Burial Ground Education pack, also available from the website in English and Welsh, 
supports learning through five topics - Precious Places, What’s the Story? Marvellous Monuments, Wildlife 
Safari and Art and Architecture. Each topic has several activities covering a range of subjects relevant to 
learning in Key Stages 1 and 2 and Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). There are notes for Teachers and 
a pack of photographs, worksheets, templates and writing frames to support the activities.  Kay Miller, 
Headteacher said “This is an exceptional piece of work.  Beautifully presented, the pack is a perfect balance 
of useful information, pedagogy, and practical, engaging activities. Teachers and children will learn so much, 
across many curriculum areas by using this resource.  Local study features heavily in the new curriculum so 
this pack is essential and a joy to use.” 
 
Guiding and scouting groups including Rainbows, Beavers, Cubs and Brownies, Scouts and Guides are 
supported through the Education Pack with activities and ideas for work towards various badges and 
challenges.  
 

 
Volunteers clearing willow herb in Leonard’s 
churchyard, Ludlow (Hilary Smith) 
 

 
Meadow saxifrage in Bridgnorth 
Cemetery (Dan Wrench) 
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Burial sites in urban settings can be places for teaching 
traditional heritage skills such as dry stone and lime-mortared 
walling, scything and hedge laying. CfGA has many examples 
where a trainer has been employed and then the activity 
advertised around the local area. This results in the job getting 
done quickly and cheaply and people learning new skills and 
becoming engaged in caring for the place where they live.  
Cherishing Churchyards Week takes place during the second 
week of June each year. CfGA promotes and supports this 
special week when communities can run events for local 
people. To give a flavour of what was organised this year; 
Tunbridge Wells Cemetery held an exhibition of the history of 
the cemetery and the historic graves accompanied by a natural 
history walk. Flixton Church, Manchester put on a children’s 
bug hunt. Hampstead Parish Church, London held two 
gardening mornings to tidy the site for visitors and in the town 
of Welshpool in Wales the local church held an open day and 
launched their new Gravestone Discovery Trail. There were 
also Bioblitz’s and art events all attracting people from the local 
communities to become involved in learning and recreation 
within their local areas.  
 
Why not consider making use of your local burial sites to help 
people become more engaged in the places where they live? CfGA is here to offer advice and support. 
Caring for God’s Acre, 11 Drover’s House, Craven Arms, Shropshire SY7 9BZ.        
Tel 01588 673041       Email: info@cfga.org.uk www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk  
 

Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park is 31 acres of beautiful woodland in the heart of East London. It is the most urban 

woodland in London and supports an incredible variety of species. The Park is managed and cared for by dedicated 
staff, trustees and volunteers. For more information please visit www.fothcp.org 

 

Community and Educational Engagement. Use Forest Schools to create a sense of place and stewardship between 

the local community and urban park space. Visit www.forestschools.com 

 

Wildlife Gardening – for biodiversity and people 
 
In the past, most people thought wild creatures in gardens were generally a damn nuisance, except perhaps 
for songbirds and butterflies although not the cabbage whites.  In 1966, the great British ecologist Charles 
Elton wrote in his book “The Pattern of Animal Communities”. “Broadly speaking the Domestic habitats are in 
the direction of biological deserts, or at any rate very unnatural surroundings, though this fact is a bit 
concealed by the multitude of exotic plant species that inhabit our gardens and parks, yet have so few 
animals attached to them.”  

 
Elton wrote this because no-one then had seriously studied garden ecology. They 
weren’t proper habitat, so obviously wouldn’t be good for wildlife.    
 
That gardens are at last being recognized as important habitats is largely down to 
two series of studies.  Over a 30 year period, Jennifer Owen recorded a total of 
2,204 insect species in 34 groups in her ordinary Leicester garden, but allowing for 
the many groups she could not study (eg most flies), estimated that 8,450 species 
of insects alone could be found in gardens.  There are few nature reserve species 
lists to match these figures.  Her book (Jennifer Owen “Wildlife of a garden; a thirty 
year study” RHS publications) is essential reading for anyone interested in urban 
ecology. She found 20 species new to Britain and four previously undescribed 
species which shows how scientifically neglected garden habitats have been.   
 

Working from Sheffield University, the BUGS (Biodiversity in Urban GardenS) projects looked in depth at 
wildlife in about 250 gardens in five major UK cities. Their work abundantly confirmed Owen’s conclusions, 
and showed for example that plant species diversity in all sets of city gardens exceeded that in four 
traditionally conserved semi-natural habitats and that of urban derelict and brownfield grassland. Preliminary 
data from the Freshwater Habitats Trust shows that garden ponds can be comparable in diversity to high 
quality countryside ponds of similar size.  The BUGS work also destroyed several wildlife gardening myths: 
that only native species of plants were of biodiversity significance, that all gardens should contain nettles, 
and that only large suburban gardens were of any value. 

 
Small mammal trapping event  
(Hilary Smith) 
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What is more, gardens are a large habitat. The urban environment in England and Wales occupies about the 
same area as all semi-natural habitats put together. Gardens occupy about a quarter of this space, adding to 
an area one fifth the size of Wales.  In combination with their high species richness, gardens constitute a 
massive wildlife resource. 
 
Managing gardens and urban greenspace for wildlife has significant environmental benefits in water 
management and flood control, air quality and outdoor and indoor temperature. The UK’s population is 
predicted to increase to 77 million by 2050, making it the largest and for England the densest population in 
Western Europe.  Such populations are only manageable with high density urban settlements. It is essential 
that the value of gardens and green infrastructure are properly understood if this increase is to be 
accommodated without environmental degradation.  The great opportunity is that each private garden will 
have its own resident ranger(s), who with appropriate guidance can manage their plot to maximum 
environmental benefit.  This could be significant as climate change impacts bite.  Individual gardeners will be 
able to sustain habitat quality at pinch times in the year when reserve managers cannot – by recycling water 
and protecting plants against extreme weather.  Gardens could provide a network of connected “stepping 
stones and corridors” which will facilitate species migration 
 
However, garden wildlife faces many threats. Over a 
third of UK homeowners move house between 3-10 
times in their lives, and many engage in wholesale 
“garden makeovers” at the cost of established wildlife. 
Paving and decking can cause complete habitat loss.  
 
Infill and new development result in small gardens 
isolated by roads and concrete which do not form a 
coherent area for wildlife. The most pervasive issue 
remains that gardens are seriously undervalued as 
habitats by ecologists, planning authorities and 
conservationists and do not receive adequate 
consideration as important habitats for generalist 
species. 
 
Gardens are where most children get their first 
experience of biodiversity and develop real sympathy 
and understanding of environmental issues.  Much more needs to be done to help parents and teachers 
make the most of this opportunity and for all, turn a developing interest into action for their local environment 
to develop sympathy and understanding of environmental issues in the young.   Studies in many countries 
are beginning to confirm the importance of contact with greenspace for mental and cardiovascular health.  
Recent case studies have shown that enhancing biodiversity within cities can reduce vandalism and 
misbehaviour, while increasing human interaction and perceptions of wellbeing.  Getting these messages 
through to health agencies and planners is a timely and important task. 
 
The Wildlife Gardening Forum was founded in 2005 to encourage wildlife-sensitive 
gardening, supporting biodiversity in the wider countryside and increasing public 
interest and awareness of conservation.  It is now a registered charity (number 
1156608) with about 600 members, representing over 250 conservation, academic 
and commercial organisations all of which share a common interest in gardens and 
biodiversity. 
 
The Forum is a low-budget volunteer run coordinating body that helps exchange 
new ideas and findings, identify research and education opportunities, and engage 
with national policies affecting gardens.  We hold lively conferences twice a year, 
and issue regular newsletters.  Keen members can join one of our working groups, 
which develop policy in the major topics of Plants and Planting, Research (including citizen science), 
Education and Training, Human Health and Wellbeing, Local Authorities and Planning, and Horticulture. 
 
The Forum is developing a major website at www.wlgf.org, and Phase One will be launched in November.  It 
is concentrating on providing the science and evidence base behind managing gardens for biodiversity and 
human wellbeing, and will be a gateway to direct visitors to other useful specialist websites run by Forum 
member’s organisations.  
 
If you would like to join the Forum (no subs required!), have a look at the small temporary website at 
www.wlgf.org where you can find out about the next conference and read a recent newsletter.  The site also 
has our Manifesto, which summarises many of our aims for the future. 
 

 
Photo by Alison Loram 
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Finally, it is heartening that David Attenborough, speaking at the RSPB’s “Conference for Nature” stated: 
“Where in 1945 it was thought that the way to solve the problem was to create wildlife parks and nature 
reserves, that is no longer an option. They are not enough now. The whole countryside should be available 
for wildlife. The suburban garden, roadside verges ... all must be used” 

 
He is right, and we should all take up the challenge of helping wildlife in our gardens and urban areas. 
 
Dr Steve Head, Wildlife Gardening Forum Coordinator. 
 

Supplying anything and everything for urban and 

suburban habitats, as well as for those in more rural 
areas. Wildflower seeds, bulbs, plants, turf; pond liners 
and underlay; nesting and roosting boxes for birds and 
mammals; FREE wildlife gardening advice; camera 
traps and nestbox camera systems. Call 0333 9000927 
or visit www.wildlifeservices.co.uk 
 

Grow Wild has thousands of free seed kits to share 

so people can transform their urban spaces into 
beautiful, inspiring and colourful wild flower havens. 
Register today to receive wild flower seeds native to 
your country for you to share with people in your 
group/s: www.growwilduk.com/seed-kit  
Registration closes on Valentines day 2015. Kits will be 
sent out in late March. 

 

Charity helping wild hedgehogs in the UK. British Hedgehog Preservation Society, Hedgehog House, Dhustone, 

Ludlow, SY8 3PL Tel: 01584 890801 Web: www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk email: info@britishhedgehogs.org.uk 

 

In the heart of industrial Grangemouth, Jupiter has been providing a haven for local wildlife since 1992. Explore our 

wetlands, woodlands, wildflower meadows and get inspired in our wildlife gardens. Free entry, open all year. Education 
sessions, public events, self-led activities, volunteering opportunities available. 
http://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/visit/jupiter/ or contact jupiterranger@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk, 01324 486475.  

 

Do you need readily accessible evidence of the benefits of investments 
that improve the environment?  
 
Try taking a look at Natural England’s recently published second version of Microeconomic Evidence for 
Benefits of Investment in the Environment (MEBIE2)

1
. 

 
MEBIE2 provides a readily accessible summary of evidence of the benefits of improvements in the 
environment. It also explains the link between the benefits and the improvements and gives an overview of 
limitations and uncertainties, providing a well-rounded understanding of the issues concerned. The evidence 
meets Treasury Green Book standards for economic evidence, so it can be used with confidence. It can be 
used to demonstrate the weight of evidence concerning the benefits of an environmental improvement, and 
provides case studies that can be used for illustrative purposes.  
 
Compared with the previous version, evidence in MEBIE2 has been extensively revised. The report 
incorporates new evidence, includes new chapters and employs a simpler format. The review is not 
exhaustive though and new evidence is continually emerging. 
 
Some examples of information provided in MEBIE2 on issues relevant to urban areas are provided below.  
 
Temperature regulation:  
In summary, urban centres can become significantly warmer than surrounding countryside, particularly at 
night. During heat waves in August 2003 and July 2006, night time temperatures in London were 6-9 
degrees Celsius higher than those in rural locations south of London (Greater London Authority 2006). The 

 
Wildlife Gardening Forum website screenshot 
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Urban Heat Island effect is caused by the large area of heat absorbing surfaces, high energy use and 
reduced wind speed (Bolund and Hunhammar 1999) and leads to night-time temperature remaining high, 
increasing human health risk (Kovats 2008).  
 
Examples of evidence on the temperature regulation benefits of green 
infrastructure: 
Green infrastructure makes a number of important contributions to 
local climate regulation. Watery areas can help to stabilise 
temperatures. A single large tree can transpire 450 litres of water in a 
day which uses 1000 mega joules of heat energy, making urban trees 
an effective way to reduce urban temperature (Bolund and 
Hunhammar 1999).  
 
Hall, Handley et al. (2012) found that a 3.7 percent increase in tree 
cover in Manchester, which would be possible given existing 
buildings, roads and other structures, could prevent increases in local 
temperatures of between 0.5 to 2.3 degrees Celsius by 2080.  
 
Mental health: 
Mental health is a major health issue in England with a strong 
negative impact on the economy. Tackling chronic stress is important 
because it plays a major role in the causation and development of 
common physical and mental illnesses, and the problem has been 
intensifying in recent decades (Health Council of the Netherlands 2004).  
 
Examples of evidence of the mental health benefits of people’s exposure to nature and green space:  
There is strong evidence, from a large number of high-quality studies that nature promotes recovery from 
stress and attention fatigue, and that it has positive effects on mood, concentration, self-discipline, and 
physiological stress (Health Council of the Netherlands 2004) [for examples see (Kaplan and Kaplan 1989); 
(Berman, Jonides et al. 2008), (Ulrich 1984) and (Ulrich, Simons et al. 1991)].  
 
In healthy people, the stress hormone cortisol is at its peak level in the morning and declines during the day. 
The rate at which it declines reflects the level of stress the person is exposed to throughout the day (less 
stress results in a faster rate of decline). An exploratory study of disadvantaged residents of Dundee, UK, 
found that people living in areas with more green space had cortisol levels in their saliva which declined 
significantly faster than in those people with less access to green space. The same people also reported 
lower levels of self-perceived stress (Ward Thompson, Roe et al. 2012).  
  
MEBIE2 can be downloaded in its entirety or as individual chapters at http://c-js.co.uk/1xI5Ztx  
For further information about MEBIE2 please contact Tim Sunderland 
(Tim.Sunderland@naturalengland.org.uk).  
(Article by Rebecca Clark, Natural England). 
 

1 http://c-js.co.uk/1BJmWZy  

 

Underpin your projects and practices with evidence 

on the benefits of getting outdoors. From city parks to 
rural landscapes, the OPENspace research centre at 
the University of Edinburgh provides a wide range of 
free resources on the impact of inclusive access to 
green space on health and wellbeing. 
www.openspace.eca.ac.uk  

  

Access to green spaces is vital when you live in an 

urban environment. Fields in Trust is the only charity 
making sure that outdoor green spaces near you will 
always be there by protecting them. Support us now by 
becoming a Friend of Fields in Trust visit 
bit.ly/FIT_friends or call 0207 4272114 

 

Measuring tree benefits pays dividends 
 
It is a salutary thought that many of the most significant trees 
in our towns and cities were planted more than a century ago. 
It is also true that we live in times of economic constraint and that investment in trees is difficult to justify on 
aesthetic grounds alone. 
The list of benefits trees provide, in addition to the purely aesthetic, (which is a real benefit in itself), are 
many and are well documented. These benefits are even more important in the urban environment, because 
that is where most of us now live.  
 
It is useful to recap on just some of the benefits trees provide.... 
 

 
Urban street tree (Rebecca Clark) 
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Trees absorb carbon dioxide and in doing so absorb one of the principle greenhouse gases. Trees provide 
shelter and shade and it has been estimated that they can save up to 10% of the energy needed to heat or 
cool nearby buildings. Trees slow down the rate at which rainwater hits the ground which helps to reduce the 
likelihood of flash flooding. 
Health is something each and every one of us strives for. Trees filter out atmospheric pollutants. Trees 
shade out harmful solar radiation. Trees can have a positive effect on the incidence of asthma, skin cancer 
and many stress related incidences. Trees can reduce the bed occupancy time of recuperating patients in 
hospitals. 
Property owners share a common interest in the value of their assets. Trees, it has been estimated, can 
increase property values by as much as 18%, with houses and homes in tree lined avenues much desired 
and sought after. Ask any estate agent. Trees also mask the intrusive nature of many developments where 
space is at a premium. 
With the emphasis on land reclamation and brown field site development trees can help bind soils together 
and prevent erosion. Some trees can also assist in the cleaning up of contaminated land. Trees can assist in 
the binding and stabilisation of embankments. Trees are used widely in the creation of woodlands on landfill 
and other reclamation sites such as old, disused quarries. 
Many of the everyday products we buy from supermarkets and garden centres originate from trees. Trees 
yield fruit. Trees provide horticultural mulch. Trees yield timber. Renewable fossil fuel, high value chemicals 
and pharmaceuticals may be the wood products of the future. 
Ecosystems and ecological niches have become buzz words of our times. Trees provide valuable 
environmental habitats for a myriad of creatures both large and small. Trees bring the countryside to the 
town. Trees enhance the character of local areas. Trees soften the landscape of hard edged towns, making 
them greener and more attractive. 
Many government advisory notes emphasise the importance of sustainable communities. Trees contribute to 
the landscape where people meet. Community involvement in woodland creation and maintenance is on the 
increase with people increasingly aware and involved in their local environment. 
Archaeology is associated with digs, fossils and ruins. Yet trees provide an everyday link with both the past 
and the future. Ancient woodlands provide a link with craft, woodland management skills, and life styles now 
almost forgotten. Trees offer many clues to a historic past and can be seen for those who wish to look. Trees 
provide long lived memorials to those no longer with us. 
 
So, with the benefits so many and obvious to 
those of us who cherish trees it is a shame 
that the message doesn’t always get through 
to the budget holders. Finances are always a 
problem when it comes to investing in trees. In 
part this may be why we have some of the 
lowest urban tree cover in the UK at around 
10%. The average for Europe is around 20% 
and in the States its around 30%. 
 
Perhaps it is the fact that the predominant 
argument for trees is still made in terms of 
aesthetics, which whilst important, fails to 
express the many other services that trees are 
providing, all at the same time and at relatively 
little cost. 
 
In early 2012 a project was commissioned by Torbay Council to pilot a model called i-Tree Eco. The 
subsequent report expressed the benefits of the urban forest in economic terms as well as providing a 
comprehensive analysis of Torbay’s urban forest. 
 
Many reports are very successful within their own terms of reference and own spheres of influence but few 
have the potential to cause a major paradigm shift. 
 
This collaborative project piloted the i-Tree Eco system in the UK. i-Tree Eco is a freely available software 
package that has been used in over 100 countries to measure tree benefits. Assessing for tree benefits (or 
ecosystem services) rather than surveying for tree health or for risk management is a novel approach. 
 
The publication of the Torbay report meant that for the first time in the UK there was a comprehensive 
evaluation of the urban forest, both publicly and privately owned, for a given political administrative area.  
 
It meant that for the first time, comprehensive information on the urban forest, directly related to benefits, 
were quantified and expressed in monetary terms. 
Torbay’s urban forest is made up of some 818,000 trees which would cost some £280 million to replace.  

 
Today’s urban forest (Treeconomics) 
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Torbay’s urban forest stores around 98,000 tonnes of carbon per year and sequesters around 3320 tonnes 
of carbon each year. Carbon storage is valued at £5.1 million annually and the sequestered carbon at 
£172,640 annually. 
 
With regard to air pollution removal the urban forest in Torbay removes 7.9 tonnes of Nitrogen dioxide at a 
value £51,673, 22.9 tonnes of ozone at a value of £149,416, 18 tonnes of particulates (PM10’s) at a value of 
£1,315,767 and 1.3 tonnes of sulphur dioxide at a value of £2,123, every single year. That’s equivalent to the 
annual emissions from 53,000 family cars.  
 
There is now potential to seek investment in the urban forest based on real evidence of the benefits or 
services it delivers. Torbay is one of the few authorities to have had significant increases in its tree budget 
since the publication of the report.  
 
Since the publication of the Torbay report other projects have now been completed. Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
Wrexham have completed both surveys and reports. Data is currently being collected in Greater London with 
a report due early in 2015.  
 
By identifying and articulating the role of trees as economic assets (or as a biotechnology to improve the 
places where we live and work) we can finally put them on the asset register, have the evidence to justify 
further investment, improve our canopy cover and make better places to live.  
 
Kenton Rogers is a Chartered Forester and a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society. He is also Co-
Founder of Treeconomics, A Social Enterprise with a mission to work with communities, businesses and 
public bodies to highlight the value of trees. 
 
For further detail of i-Tree studies in the UK please contact Kenton Rogers at kenton@treeconomics.co.uk 
 

Barton Tree Consultancy provide urban forest surveys and consultancy including iTree surveys, tree management 

strategies, tree risk assessment and planning reports. Our award winning staff use the latest GIS technologies to deliver 
an efficient and high quality service to a broad range of clients. Contact: 07765 493633, www.bartontrees.co.uk 

 

Urban Trees in a Changing Climate 

By measuring air temperatures around Kensington Gardens in London, Forest Research have shown cooling of 6
o
C over 

distances of 300m from the park; other parks are being studied. The study complements our work with Treezilla and 
iTree Eco to value the ecosystem services of urban trees. Visit forestry.gov.uk/forestresearch for details. 

 

Web resources for urban greenspace in 
Scotland 
by Deryck Irving, greenspace scotland 
 
greenspace scotland is a social enterprise and an independent 
charitable company. We work with a wide range of national and 
local partners to improve the quality of life of people living and 
working in urban Scotland through the planning, development and sustainable management of greenspaces 
as a key part of the green infrastructure of our towns and cities. Our goal is that everyone living and working 
in urban Scotland has easy access to quality greenspaces that meet local needs and improve their quality of 
life. 
 
We are currently involved in two significant partnership projects which are based on web platforms and 
digital data.  
 
Scotland’s Greenspace Map – next steps 
Scotland’s Greenspace Map (SGM) is a world first; no other country has mapped its greenspace in this way. 
It is an innovative Geographical Information System (GIS) based map which provides comprehensive 
information on the location, extent and type of greenspace across all of Scotland’s urban settlements (i.e. 
towns and cities with a population of 3,000 or more).  
 
SGM is being widely used as a key data layer in analyses supporting development planning; academic 
research; strategy development and green infrastructure planning and management. 
 
Since the launch of SGM in 2011, we’ve been investigating options for updating and maintaining the SGM 
data. Following an encouraging technical evaluation, we have concentrated on working with Ordnance 
Survey (OS) to explore whether the greenspace attribution can be collected at source by OS and provided as 
part of the MasterMap product.  
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Working with a pilot area in Dundee we are now close to finalising a methodology with OS. It has been 
agreed that the production of the next iteration of SGM will be taken forward as a collaborative project in 
partnership with OS in the context of the One Scotland Map Agreement (OSMA). 
 
This work has been led by the SGM Technical Working Group which involves representatives from 
greenspace scotland, Scottish Government, Improvement Service, Scottish Natural Heritage, SEPA, 
Forestry Commission Scotland, Central Scotland Green Network Trust, Dundee City and Renfrewshire 
Councils.  
http://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/scotlands-greenspace-map.aspx 
 
MyParkScotland 
MyParkScotland is an exciting new project which will help people discover and 
support their local parks. It is based on a web platform which combines elements of 
crowdfunding - for individual and business giving to support parks and parks 
projects - with an investment strategy to develop longer term sustainability and 
endowment funds. It will also be the first port of call if you’re looking to find your 
local park and what’s on through the interactive hub which provides information 
about park events, facilities and activities. 
 
MyParkScotland is one of 11 UK ‘park trailblazers’ in the new Rethinking Parks programme. Funded by 
Nesta, the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Big Lottery Fund, the Rethinking Parks programme is supporting 
the most innovative and promising new business models to enable our parks to thrive for the next century. 

 
 
greenspace scotland is initially developing MyParkScotland in partnership with the City of Edinburgh and 
Glasgow City Councils, Future Cities and the Edinburgh Friends Forum. Longer term, the intention is to 
extend it across Scotland and we’ve already had positive interest from a number of other areas.  

 
Extract from Scotland’s Greenspace Map  
(Scottish Natural Heritage/greenspace scotland) 
 

 
The MyParkScotland concept  ( BOLD/greenspace scotland) 
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http://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/myparkscotland.aspx  
 
greenspace scotland, 5 Alpha Centre, Innovation Park, University of Stirling, Stirling FK9 4NF T: 01786 
465934 E: info@greenspacescotland.org.uk 

 

Conservation in an urban environment by Henry Barnard 
 
When people think of conservation work, protected habitats, rare species and SSSI’s they tend to think of 
wide open spaces. When you say you are a Countryside Ranger; it either conjures up images of rolling hills 
and men with beards in sandals with a butterfly on their finger or people think of a man in a mask on a white 
horse. Whilst I do have a beard, I think the reality of working in conservation in the urban area which I do 
would surprise many people.  
Before I was a Ranger I worked on a mixed farm, having been born on a farm and grown up in a very 
traditionally rural community. When I graduated, as a mature student, eighteen months ago I was lucky 
enough to get a job working for Elmbridge Borough Council. We manage twenty sites across the borough on 
the edge of London. There are roughly 550ha of land managed by the Countryside team, with the largest of 
these being the Esher Commons SSSI. 
 
What it’s like 
Working in these sites so close to London 
and surrounded by the towns of Esher, 
Cobham, Oxshott, Walton, Thames-ditton to 
name but a few presents a number of 
challenges. There is a huge recreational 
pressure on our site. Far higher than on more 
rural areas by virtue of the local population 
density and lack of other available green 
spaces. There is a constant stream of dog 
walkers on all our sites, both locals walking 
their dogs and professional dog walkers with 
large numbers of dogs. This does and has 
caused some issues with regard to the 
management of the sites. Access was 
improved, paths maintained and an all-weather route put in place on Esher common to allow disabled access 
round the whole site. 
 
Dogs 
One of my colleagues undertook a research project to assess the impact such high dog use has on our sites. 
By radio tracking dogs on the common he was able to show that there was no area of the common left 
undisturbed by dogs (Phillips, 2012). This will have an impact of the sites ability to support ground nesting 
bird species. On more rural sites where I have helped in the past the pressure was nowhere near so high. It 
was therefore possible to manage the site so that 
some areas remained undisturbed. 
 
As shown in the image dogs also cause extensive 
erosion around our ponds. This necessitates some 
rather drastic remedial action. On this occasion it 
required building a new sleeper wall and then 
backfilling. 
 
Fly-tip 
Fly-tipping is not an exclusively urban problem. 
However, simply by virtue of how close our sites are 
to large areas of housing, we do get an awful lot of 
fly-tip. Most of the fly-tipping we get is green waste 
left in car parks. However, we do have a problem 
with fly-tipped builders waste, white goods and 
general rubbish on many of our sites. Some, 
because they border on to housing areas who have 
chosen to use our Nature Reserves as a dumping 
ground. Others, because they are easily accessible secluded areas for cowboy builders to dump their 
unwanted rubbish. 
 
 
 

 
Patrol at dawn (H. Barnard) 
 

 
Mending erosion caused by dogs at Black Pond  
(D. Page) 
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Consultation 
Because all of our sites are surrounded by private property, almost everything we do must go through a 
process of consultation first. For example; a decision was made to reinvigorate a pond in front of some 
housing in the hope that not only would it increase the wildlife value, but also decrease flooding risk from the 
ditch. This required four rounds of consultation and negotiation with the local residents both before and 
during the works. This is not an uncommon problem for us. However, on most occasions it is possible to 
come to a mutually agreeable solution and keep the local residents on side. 
 

Islandisation of sites 
Our sites suffer from a great deal of fragmentation. Either because they 
are surrounded by towns or divided by roads or just because some of the 
original commons have been turned into large houses and gardens. This 
created problems of species islandisation in just the same way as 
intensive farmland can do in more rural areas. An example of this is the 
Silver Studded Blue, which is present in good numbers on one of our 
sites. However, the site is cut off from our other heathland sites by the A3 
and another major main road. These hard, artificial boundaries create a 
small island habitat leaving us no leeway for any damage to the habitat 
where they exist, so our management has to be spot on. 
 
This all sounds like a real pain. But what urban sites do give is the 
opportunity to allow people who have limited connection to nature to 
develop a link with it. Whether it is a walker asking questions or reading an interpretation board and 
discovering something or a child on one of our educational trips who goes home and drives his parents mad 
with everything he has learnt. I find that everyone who comes to our sites really appreciates them. Perhaps 
this is because they are an oasis of calm in an urban storm. Or perhaps it’s because we are so wonderful!! 
Who knows. All I know is I wake up every morning and can’t wait to get to work. 

 

 
Glad to find it wasn’t an April Fool 
 
An interview with Daniel Raven-Ellison, the driving force behind the Greater 
London National Park (officially a notional park) 
 
CJS first came across the Greater London National Park in a news item on 
April 1, having double checked and decided it wasn’t an April fool. We asked 
Daniel if he launched it on that day for a reason? 

 
We launched on 1 April because I 
realised I needed a double take, I wanted to evoke that sense of 
it’s a crazy idea but actually it could work. 
Last year I visited all 15 of the national parks and began to wonder 
why a city shouldn’t be a national park, given the evidence to 
show how valuable green space is in cities, how diverse it is, how 
useful it is, how important it is for people's health and wellbeing 
and the range of wildlife you get in urban areas. According to 
Natural England 10% of England is urban habitat and recognised 
as such, so I then started asking people what they thought. Nearly 
everyone came back with the answer of why not?  

 
How would you set up the first ‘Urban National Park’ or ‘National Park City’?  
The campaign needs a published report to look at what the opportunities, costs, benefits and options would 
be for a Greater London National Park. Precise structure and financing are more of a longer term negotiation 
that needs to come from a report and public consultation.  Ideally, it would be by Natural England but that's a 
very hard win. The Mayor of London has the power to make London a National Park City and we think that 
the Mayor’s office should be completely invested in this so we are currently lobbying for the City Hall in the 
first instance to write the report for us.  
 
A spokesperson for the Mayor of London said: “The Mayor welcomes any move to highlight the importance of London’s 
green spaces. However, we understand that the Government’s framework for creating a National Park specifically 
excludes large urban areas. The Mayor is doing everything within his power to expand and enhance London’s parks, 
commons and waterways with thousands more trees, creating 100 pocket parks, and through his All London Green Grid 
to green and improve walking and cycling routes between them.” 
More information about how the Mayor is greening London can be found here: http://c-js.co.uk/1vkGSyz  

 
Silver Studded Blue (D. Page) 
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I met with National Parks England.. 
and crucially in that meeting there was a very warm sentiment to 
the idea and a lot of enthusiasm from some because they 
recognise what a National Park City could do, rather than being in 
competition with the current national parks it could be almost like an 
urban gateway which would allow people who wouldn't normally 
engage with national parks and maybe the people hardest to reach 
to have a national park experience on their doorstep. 
I live in ethnically diverse west London, a mosaic of wealth and 
poverty and I see some people love hanging out in a green space 
but for whatever reason don’t quite know how to look after that 
green space. This would be an opportunity to help those people to 
engage and enjoy the ideas and the vision of being within a Greater 
London National Park but also helping them to realise that the rest 
of the national park family could be for them too. 
 
Paul Hamblin, Executive Director of National Parks England, said: "The 
beauty in this intriguing idea is how it can inspire a greater connection 
between where millions of people live and the natural world around 
them.  National Parks are an internationally recognised brand that 
successfully enhance people's well-being and wildlife.  A London National Park would certainly look and feel different to 
the UK's 15 established National Parks. But if it helps celebrate and protect London's rich natural and cultural heritage 
and get more people benefiting from it, then that's got to be worth exploring." 

 
There are two groups of people  
Firstly there are those who just get it and like the idea of it.  They would like the proposed report to be written 
giving them more detail and are willing to support the campaign on that basis, including our first council 
supporter Kingston Council. Currently there are nearly 80 organisations that are in support. 
 
"Parks are one of London's greatest assets and as London grows we need to work hard to both preserve them and use 
them to educate a growing number of urban young people who know little about the countryside. I am calling on the 
Mayor to at least investigate this proposal so we can know the costs and benefits of doing it."  
Councillor Kevin Davis, Leader of Kingston Council 

 
The second group who want evidence that it will improve health or evidence of what the Return On 
Investment (ROI) would be of the cost of the National Park and we are just not there yet. I'm very happy to 
talk to people who like the vision but we need our written report before we can have detailed conversations 
about what it will actually mean. 
 
Money talks… Where is the funding going to come from when Councils and National Parks are 
suffering big budget cuts? 
I've lots of creative thoughts about fun ways in which it could be 
funded but the interesting thing about a city like London is that 
we have The Square Mile which is very invested in wanting to 
support the wider community. We might well be able to secure 
some kind of an endowment from key financial institutions in 
London and corporate organisations to have some kind of a 
public private partnership that could fund it going forward.  I 
think what's different in this environmental campaign compared 
with many others is that there's a very clear opportunity for 
ROI, for example, take hotels, as soon as they say they are in 
a National Park City it adds value. 
A Greater London National Park would be a new kind of 
national park. It would work in partnership with all Londoners to 
inspire, enable and support the creation of a better 
environment, a better economy and a better quality of life for 
those who live, work in and visit the capital. This partnership 
would not be in competition with the thousands of organisations 
that are already doing wonderful work in the capital. Instead it 
would celebrate their work and ratchet up support for it. 
 
So in terms of finding £3 or 4 million per year I don't think it's a 
massive leap of imagination to think we could get something 
that would secure a good number of years. 
 
 

 
An urban fox with St Paul's Cathedral in 
the background (Simon de Glanville) 
 

 
A wild Londoner takes a walk  
(Iain Green) 
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We don’t see this as a competition… 
Rob Bushby, Awards Manager of the John Muir award, via a blog post on our website suggested that the 
GLNP Rangers would be more like facilitators.  The idea is that we'd have a central hub with people 
employed intentionally to bring together and share best practice. It's more about thinking how to ratchet 
things up and glue things together than saying anything about competing. 
The purpose of a Greater London National Park would be similar to other UK National Parks.  To conserve 
and enhance our natural and cultural heritage, promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of 
London’s green spaces and foster the economic and social well-being of local communities. 
 
So what next? 
There is a very wide group of people with different levels of influence all being supportive and having 
conversations on behalf of the campaign. It would be great if the Mayor turned round in the next couple of 
weeks and said he likes this idea, with support from the London Assembly we could have a completed 
consultation by the end of next year but it may be that there is very little interest initially and it might take a 
decade.  I'm an optimistic person, I think it's a good idea and where there's a will there's a way so at the 
moment I'm aiming for the ‘let’s make this happen in the short term’. Even if it didn’t happen there is value in 
thinking through the ideas.  
Getting political support is the main obstacle, it's such early days - we only started campaigning in April. I've 
spoken at only one Ward Forum who were persuaded to support the idea; essentially most people that we 
speak to either want to find out more or they'd like to see it happen. 
 
“Anything that makes us think more about the importance of the green and open spaces that connect our homes, shops 
and offices must be a good thing. The social, environmental, economic and educational benefits of these spaces have 
long been known, but they still suffer from a lack of investment and are often poorly protected from new development. It’s 
time we started to think of London’s open space in the same way as other, more familiar, types of infrastructure. Getting 
London listed as a national park is a huge step in that direction”  
Stephen Knight, Liberal Democrat London Assembly Member 

 
What's the feedback been like from the general public? 
There are basically the same 2 or 3 sceptical remarks that come up and whenever the team has the 
opportunity to talk to people about those concerns we manage to deal with them very quickly. 
1 We don't want another layer of admin and planning. 
That's not the role of this National Park City, we already have that in the city, this is about inspiring, informing 
and co-ordinating best practice. 
2 London gets all the love why should it be London and not somewhere else? 
The answer is actually it could work in other places but London is a city with 33 municipalities, it's a global 
city on a world stage. If you achieve it in London you can achieve it anywhere. 250 years on from the 
industrial revolution it would be a very significant thing to do this in London.  
3 The other argument is around affordability of housing.  The common narrative around this is we need 
to house more people, to eat in to the green space and have a lower quality of public realm and that's the 
solution. What I would say is that we need to build up not out and then you invest more heavily in the quality 
of the public realm that’s available to people. Not everyone even wants to have a garden.  
 

 
 
It's only going to take a minute to make a difference 
If you're inspired by this as an idea or recognise it as a vision then please sign the petition, become a friend if 
you represent an organisation, anywhere in the country and use your influence in whatever way you can to 
help support this idea and make it happen. The issue we have as a campaign is that there are a large 
number of people who think it's a great idea but there's almost an equally large number of people who think 
that it will never happen and what we really need is for those people who think it's a great idea but will never 

 
Stoke Newington East Reservoir (Simon de Glanville) 
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happen to just take a minute. 
 
Ian Tokelove of London Wildlife Trust said: “The concept of a Greater London National Park is a provocative and 
engaging idea which has certainly got people talking and thinking about London’s natural heritage. The creation of a 
National Park in the Greater London region would face some hefty legislative hurdles, but the GLNP is a welcome extra 
voice for those already campaigning for the protection and appreciation of wildlife, wild spaces and nature in London.” 

 
Daniel is a Guerrilla Geographer and a National Geographic Emerging Explorer. As well as finding creative 
ways to explore and communicate urban spaces, Daniel is a geography educator working to increase the 
number of children who benefit from exploring, playing and learning outdoors. You can connect with him on 
Twitter at @DanRavenEllison. 
 
www.greaterlondonnationalpark.org.uk  
 
There is a comments board on this article for people to discuss the idea, Daniel will give feedback. If you’d 
like to comment please go to http://c-js.co.uk/1NikLyG  
 

Tuesday, 24 February 2015 from 10:30 to 16:30 (GMT) 
Reimagining London: What if we made London a National Park?  
Greater London National Park* at Southbank Centre  
Join us for a day of inspirational presentations, engaging panel discussions and a 
conversation that could lead to London becoming the world's first National Park City, a new 
kind of national park. 
http://c-js.co.uk/1x3dScG                      *Officially a Notional Park 

 

 

The RSPB is proud to support the notion of a Greater London National Park. Part of our contribution is input to the B-

Line proposal boosting urban pollinators: http://c-js.co.uk/1oFD2h6  

 

The London Invasive Species Initiative (LISI) brings together over 40 organisations to coordinate and deliver action to 

prevent, control and, where feasible, eradicate invasive non-native species in Greater London. If you manage or would 
like information on invasive species please feel free to get in contact with us at: www.londonisi.org.uk 

 

The CJS Team would like to thank everyone who has contributed adverts, articles and information for 
this CJS Focus publication.  Next edition will feature Volunteer Work, published 13/2/15. 

 
A4 sides this CJS Focus: 22 - Details believed correct but given without prejudice, Ends.    
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